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The skies of Corryong were alight with colour as the 
community came together for Cracker Family Night on 
Saturday 27 November at the Corryong Recreation Reserve.   
With COVID-19 restrictions putting many community 
gatherings including the Corryong Show on hold it was 
more important than ever to come together to enjoy a night 
of celebration.  

The Corryong Show committee, with the support from 
Community Recovery Committees and Towong Shire 
Council, worked tirelessly to bring together an event the 

whole family could enjoy.  It was also an opportunity for 
support and land management agencies like Red Cross, 
DELWP and CFA to provide advice and information on 
preparing for this summer. 

For many, highlights included a visit to the animal nursery, 
the chance to show their skills on the show rides, having 
their face painted or sitting back with a drink to enjoy the 
live music. The very best though was kept to last with the 
night being capped off with a spectacular firework show.  
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Cudgewa is nestled in the Cudgewa Valley north west of Corryong. The first Post Office opened in June 1879. 
Cudgewa was at the end of the railway line which ran up from Tallangatta and was a large rail head and siding 
in its time. The area is known for its quality pastures which fattens lambs, grows wool, prime beef and high 
producing dairy herds - more recently cropping has been introduced. The area is known for the picturesque 
Cudgewa Creek, its proximity to the Murray River and the magnificent Bluff Falls. Tourists are mesmerised by the 
scenery and the stunning views which surround the Cudgewa Valley.

The fires of 2019/20 came over the Bluff from Walwa and created an inferno. Spot fires and burning embers 
created real problems for firefighters with the fire raging through the township destroying houses, sheds, 
fencing, fodder, and killing many livestock. Very little in its path was spared, great efforts by the CFA and 
property owners saved many houses that were destined to be fire fodder.

During the fires the town water supply ran out and ensuring an emergency water supply was on one of the 
initial priorities of the CRC committee.  An emergency water tank has since been installed and is now functional. 
Other initial priority projects included; the upgrading of the tennis courts, replacing the playground and 
upgrading the surrounding park and facilities, improvements to the Cudgewa Hall, installation of new seating, 
removal and replacement of burned trees and the installation of a new fence at the Cudgewa Cemetery. 
Funding has been secured to install a bore, pump and sprinklers at the football rooms and DELWP and NECMA 
have also supported land clearing and creek regeneration works.  For the tight knit community of Cudgewa 
the reinstatement of the Avenue of Honour has been a particularly important project. As part of the project a 
commitment was made to replace any tree removed to ensure the legacy of the Avenue of Honour is remains 
for future generations. To support the delivery of this project Council have sought funding via the Australian 
Government’s Black Summer Bushfire Recovery Grants with an outcome on the application expected in early 
2022.

While there are always challenges when delivering such a substantive program of projects the key for the 
Committee to overcome these challenges was a united community.  It meant they were best placed to address 
the challenges of project prioritisation, managing the time lapse from project inception to completion as 
well as understanding the process of dealing with different Government departments and external agencies.  
In particular, navigating the often confusing process of identifying the responsible agency followed by the 
intensity of grant processes where sometimes keeping spirits high proved difficult when doubts over whether 
anyone cared crept in.  

For the Committee, social cohesion and ensuring a united community have been a key part of the recovery 
process. Sam Byatt has recently taken on the role of Committee Chair and is looking forward to the community 
being able to put the events of the fires behind them and to a move towards a new normal great thanks and 
recognition must go Melissa Whitehead who led the CRC from July 2020, accepting the role of Chair at the first 
community meeting.  While there was recognition that the recovery process would be long and hard there was 
a strong desire from Melissa to lead her community in a time of great need - the community is more united and 
better prepared as a result of it.

Focus on Cudgewa CRC 
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Congratulations to the successful applicants of     
Round 4 of Council’s Community Recovery  
Grants Program  

Concerned about the health or 
safety of a tree? 

Successful applicants of Round 4

• Cudgewa Cemetery Trust
• Biggara Recreation Reserve Committee Inc
• Cudgewa Tennis Club
• Upper Murray Horseman’s Association
• Tallangatta Cricket Club
• Kurrajong CWA
• Mitta Mitta Mechanics Institute
• Tallangatta Rail Trail Advisory Group Inc
• Towong Hall Reserve Committee of Management
• Eskdale Progress Association
• Upper Murray Incorporated
• Lucyvale Tennis Club Inc.
• Dartmouth Women’s Fishing Classic
• Talgarno Cemetery Trust
• Corryong Craft Shop
• Walwa Services Memorial Hall Committee of 

Management

• Tintaldra Public Hall Committee of Management
• The Man from Snowy River Tourist Association
• Corryong Sporting Complex
• Walwa Golf Club Inc
• Tallangatta Icebreakers
• Anglican Parish of Corryong
• Talgarno Rural Fire Brigade
• Corryong College Parents Club
• Upper Murray Tennis Association
• Upper Murray Dance Committee Inc
• Rotary Club of Tallangatta
• Georges Creek Tennis Club
• Corryong & District Memorial Public Hall Inc
• First Responders Ambulance Tallangatta
• Rowen Park Recreation Reserve Committee of 

Management 

Towong Shire Council Mayor Andrew Whitehead has 
congratulated the successful applicants of the fourth 
and final round of the Council’s Community Recovery 
Grants Program.    

“On behalf of my fellow councillors, I’d like to say a 
huge congratulations to our most recent successful 
applicants.”   

“Across the four rounds, grants of up to 
$5,000 have been provided to support the delivery 
of 160 bushfire recovery projects including; delivery 
of community events, purchase of communications 
equipment and upgrades to community facilities.”

“We are so proud to see these projects come to life 
over the past year and witness the positive impacts 
they have had on our communities,” he said.  

Council’s Community Recovery Grants Program was established in July 2020 to support Towong Shire communities 
impacted by the bushfires, through locally-led recovery initiatives. The program is funded by a $550,000 grant from 
the Commonwealth Government’s Bushfire Recovery Program and a $200,000 grant from the State Government’s 
Community Recovery and Resilience Grants stream of the Community Recovery Package.
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Towong Shire Council has developed a draft Economic 
Development Strategy 2021-25 and Destination 
Management Plan 2021-2025 which are now on public 
exhibition for community feedback. 

The Economic Development Strategy will provide strategic 
direction for future business development, investment 
attraction and sustainable growth in the Shire.   

The Destination Management Plan will guide development 
and growth of the visitor economy, supporting a 
prosperous local tourism industry.  

The Municipal Recovery Plan identifies these documents 
as priority actions to support the economic recovery of 
the region.  They were developed in consultation with the 
community through face-to-face workshops, as well as an 
online and hard copy survey. There was robust discussion 
and some great ideas put forward by the community, 
including ways to capitalise on the natural assets of 
Towong, and how to attract and retain young families in the 
area.  

Mayor Cr Andrew Whitehead encouraged all Towong Shire 
residents to share their views on the draft strategy and plan.  

“These documents are an important step towards growing 
the Shire’s economy. They will provide us with an actionable 
plan to grow our business and tourism economies.”  

“My fellow Councillors and I invite you to take a look at the 
draft documents and provide your feedback,” he said.  

The documents are available to view on Council’s 
website at towong.vic.gov.au, or you can request a copy 
by contacting Council’s Customer Service Team on              
1300 365 222 or info@towong.vic.gov.au.  

How to make a submission  

Submissions must be received in writing addressed 
to the Chief Executive Officer by emailing                                 
info@towong.vic.gov.au or mailing to PO Box 55, 
Tallangatta VIC 3700.    

Submissions close 5pm Friday 31 December 2021.  

All submissions will be formally considered by the 
Council and the plan will be put forward for adoption at 
the February 2022 Council Meeting.  

Council’s Economic Development Stategy and 
Destination Management Plan on public exhibition
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Across November and December CFA and DELWP have been 
conducting fire preparedness information sessions across 
the Upper Murray. Topics covered included seasonal outlook, 
what is a fire planning workshop? and what is a community 
fireguard group? 

Property preparedness and Landscaping for bushfire were 
discussed with a focus on how to get ready for this summer 
but also for any summer. 

Is now the right time to consider the next phase of your family business? 

No-cost assistance is offered by AgBiz  Rural Financial Counsellors to support and discuss your farm business transitions 
options. For those eligible, Rural Financial Counsellors are able to offer assistance by gaining an understanding of your 
financial position and what may be available in terms of financial support and guiding you to the next steps so that you 
may seek legal, accountancy and financial advice.  

Be it understanding government income support or just having conversations with family members, a Rural Financial 
Counsellor can support your farm business through this process.

For more information about farm transition support please contact Rural Financial Counselling Service Victoria North East  
on 1300 834 775 or info@agbizassist.org.au.

Planning for a successful future

Garden Design for Bushfire 

The location, type and maintenance of vegetation at a property can considerably lessen the impact of a bushfire on any 
house or shed. The design and modification of gardens to include the planting of fire wise plants, removal of flammable 
materials including types of mulch and the separation of vegetation from infrastructure can assist in breaking up the travel 
of fire and increase the chance of a house surviving a bushfire.  

More information on landscaping around your home visit cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare or contact Andrew Arnold,              
CFA Community Safety Officer, on 0419 879 174 or a.arnold@cfa.vic.gov.au to arrange for an on farm visit.  
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To add your event to the Community Diary, email recovery@towong.vic.gov.au or call the  
Upper Murray Community Recovery Hub on 1800 518 222. 

COMMUNITY DIARY

BRV Community Recovery and Resilience Grants Initiative    
Up to $500,000 | Closing 31 December 2021  
This initiative aims to provide financial support to locally 
led and responsive programs that support the recovery of 
communities in Victoria’s bushfire affected regions. Open to 
Local Governments and Community Service Organisations 
the program supports the projects that support community 
development and strengthens community resilience against 
natural disaster.

St Vincent de Paul Society Bushfire Community Grants  
Up to $20,000 | No specified closing date 
Grants are available to organisations in bushfire-affected 
areas, providing funding for recovery projects that benefit 
multiple people. You must be a registered community group 
or organisation in order to apply for a grant.

FNPW Bushfire Recovery Restoration Grants Round 2 
Up to $5,000 | Closing 21 January 2022 
Grants are available to support the planting of one million 
trees in the 2019-2020 bushfire impacted Local Government 
Areas by December 2025.

Eastern Victorian Bushfire Rebuilding Rebate Programs 
Up to $5,000 | Closing June 2023 
This scheme is available to support landowners rebuild their  
homes that were destroyed or significantly damaged in the  
2019-20 Eastern Victorian Fires in the Shires of East Gippsland 
and Towong. In the form of a rebate, the scheme supports the 
reclaiming of expenses accrued through profession planning 
and building permit applications.

FOCUS ON GRANTS

For more grants visit:
Victorian Government  
vic.gov.au/financial-support

Bushfire Support Finder  
au-deloitte.neotalogic.com/a/ 
bushfire-support-finder

Foundation for Rural & Regional Renewal  
frrr.org.au/grant_calendar.php

Grant Connect  
grants.gov.au

Indi Funding Finder  
helenhaines.grantguru.com.au

KNIT N NATTER  
2nd and 4th Tuesday each month, 1.30pm - 3.30pm  
Anglican Church Hall, Gold coin donation 

SOCIAL INDOOR BADMINTON 
Every Tuesday 10am - 12noon   
Memorial Hall, Corryong 

MEN’S SHED CHAT,  
CUPPA AND SOCIALISE  
Every Wednesday at 9am 
Corryong Men’s Shed, Strzelecki Way 

JOEYS, CUBS & SCOUTS  
Every Thursday from 5pm  
Corryong Memorial Hall  
 

SOCIAL CROQUET 
Every Friday 10am – 12noon  
All welcome, equipment provided  
Corryong Bowling Club, Corryong 

LINE DANCING  
Every Monday at 10am (except school holidays) 
Corryong RSL, $5  

UPPER MURRAY FARMERS MARKET  
Saturday 8 January, 9am - 12noon 
Attree Centre, Corryong 

COMMUNITY GATHERING: ACOUSTIC MUSIC and POETRY 
3rd Sunday of each month at 3pm  
The Resting Place, Poets Paradise, Towong   
Contact: Maurie Foun on 0429 100 279
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Visitors will be able to explore the beauty of the Upper Murray region this summer. The Murray River Reserve, along with 
10 of the 11 campgrounds, are reopening in time for the peak visitor season.

Parks Victoria have been incredibly busy clearing debris, removing hazardous trees, erecting signage and repairing fences 
and gates. 

Bunroy Creek campsite remains closed due to more hazardous tree removal being done. 

Crews will continue with some minor fencing and revegetation works in preparation for the summer holidays.  

Visitors are recommended to visit parkstay.vic.gov.au to book campsites.

Fire permits and restrictions apply during the official Fire Danger Period in Towong 
Shire, which is announced by the Country Fire Authority (CFA) in the lead up to 
summer each year.

Whether or not you need a permit will depend on what you’re burning and how 
you’re burning it. 

To apply for a fire permit at visit Fire Permits Victoria at firepermits.vic.gov.au.

You can also visit the CFA, Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning or 
Fire Rescue Victoria offices and apply in person. 

Please note: All permits are null and void on a CFA-declared Total Fire Ban (TFB) day. 

Camping returns to the Upper Murray  

Fire Danger Period begins for Towong Shire at    
1am on 13 December 2021



Towong Shire Bushfire Recovery Team
Upper Murray Community Recovery Hub 
Phone: 1800 518 222 (Monday to Friday 9am-4pm)
Email: recovery@towong.vic.gov.au
Website: towong.vic.gov.au/bushfirerecovery
Facebook: facebook.com/towong.shire.council

Local Area Recovery Officers
If you are yet to speak to your Local Area Recovery 
Officer, reach out directly:
Tanya Aramini – Thowgla, Biggara | 0457 726 595
Kaye Nankervis – Walwa, Mt Alfred, Guys Forest, 
Pine Mountain, Tintaldra, Corryong | 0436 445 187
Tony Irwin – Colac, Cudgewa, Berringama 
Lucyvale, Nariel Valley | 1800 518 222
Shea Bloom – Nariel Valley, Towong | 0428 950 739

Bushfire Recovery Victoria
Free Helpline: 1800 560 760
Email: connect@brv.vic.gov.au 
Website: brv.vic.gov.au

Agriculture Victoria (Recovery)
Phone: 0428 975 728

Support Hotlines and Websites
Speak to someone by calling:
Bushfire Counselling | 1300 514 811 
Corryong Health | 02 6076 3200 
Tallangatta Health | 02 6071 5200
Family Violence 1800 RESPECT 24/7 | 1800 737 732
Albury Wodonga Mental Health Triage 
Line 24/7 | 1300 104 211
Lifeline Bushfire Helpline | 13 43 57 
MensLine Australia | 1300 789 978 
Beyond Blue | 1300 224 636
Standby, Support after Suicide 24/7 | 0439 173 310
Headspace | 1800 650 890

Or visit:
DHHS | dhhs.vic.gov.au/mental-health-resources-
coronavirus-covid-19
Australian Red Cross | redcross.org.au/stories/
covid-19
Beyond Blue | coronavirus.beyondblue.org.au
Phoenix Australia Centre for post-traumatic mental 
health | phoenixaustralia.org/coronavirus-covid-19

Recovery Contacts

Get In Touch
We are continually reviewing and improving  
the recovery information we provide and how we 
provide it. 

If you have feedback, or have a story you would like 
to share, call 1800 518 222 or email 
recovery@towong.vic.gov.au.

Subscribe Today
To subscribe to the digital newsletter, email 
recovery@towong.vic.gov.au. For past editions 
of this newsletter go to towong.vic.gov.au/
bushfirerecovery.

Please note: All photos in this newsletter were taken in 
compliance with COVID-19 regulations.

About This Newsletter
This monthly newsletter brings together the latest 
updates and information to support Towong Shire
residents and businesses through bushfire recovery.

This newsletter is a joint initiative by Towong Shire 
Council and Bushfire Recovery Victoria, with thanks 
to community members and supporting agencies 
including DELWP, Agriculture Victoria, Environment 
Protection Authority Victoria, CFA, Regional Roads 
Victoria and Parks Victoria.


